
GNUEmacsReferenceCard
(forversion20)

StartingEmacs

ToenterGNUEmacs20,justtypeitsname:emacs

Toreadinafiletoedit,seeFiles,below.

LeavingEmacs

suspendEmacs(oriconifyitunderX)C-z

exitEmacspermanentlyC-xC-c

Files

readafileintoEmacsC-xC-f

saveafilebacktodiskC-xC-s

saveallfilesC-xs

insertcontentsofanotherfileintothisbufferC-xi

replacethisfilewiththefileyoureallywantC-xC-v

writebuffertoaspecifiedfileC-xC-w

versioncontrolcheckin/checkoutC-xC-q

GettingHelp

Thehelpsystemissimple.TypeC-h(orF1)andfollowthe
directions.Ifyouareafirst-timeuser,typeC-htforatutorial.

removehelpwindowC-x1

scrollhelpwindowC-M-v

apropos:showcommandsmatchingastringC-ha

showthefunctionakeyrunsC-hc

describeafunctionC-hf

getmode-specificinformationC-hm

ErrorRecovery

abortpartiallytypedorexecutingcommandC-g

recoverafilelostbyasystemcrashM-xrecover-file

undoanunwantedchangeC-xuorC-_

restoreabuffertoitsoriginalcontentsM-xrevert-buffer

redrawgarbagedscreenC-l

IncrementalSearch

searchforwardC-s

searchbackwardC-r

regularexpressionsearchC-M-s

reverseregularexpressionsearchC-M-r

selectprevioussearchstringM-p

selectnextlatersearchstringM-n

exitincrementalsearchRET

undoeffectoflastcharacterDEL

abortcurrentsearchC-g

UseC-sorC-ragaintorepeatthesearchineitherdirection.If
Emacsisstillsearching,C-gcancelsonlythepartnotdone.
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Motion

entitytomoveoverbackwardforward

characterC-bC-f

wordM-bM-f

lineC-pC-n

gotolinebeginning(orend)C-aC-e

sentenceM-aM-e

paragraphM-{M-}

pageC-x[C-x]

sexpC-M-bC-M-f

functionC-M-aC-M-e

gotobufferbeginning(orend)M-<M->

scrolltonextscreenC-v

scrolltopreviousscreenM-v

scrollleftC-x<

scrollrightC-x>

scrollcurrentlinetocenterofscreenC-uC-l

KillingandDeleting

entitytokillbackwardforward

character(delete,notkill)DELC-d

wordM-DELM-d

line(toendof)M-0C-kC-k

sentenceC-xDELM-k

sexpM--C-M-kC-M-k

killregionC-w

copyregiontokillringM-w

killthroughnextoccurrenceofcharM-zchar

yankbacklastthingkilledC-y

replacelastyankwithpreviouskillM-y

Marking

setmarkhereC-@orC-SPC

exchangepointandmarkC-xC-x

setmarkargwordsawayM-@

markparagraphM-h

markpageC-xC-p

marksexpC-M-@

markfunctionC-M-h

markentirebufferC-xh

QueryReplace

interactivelyreplaceatextstringM-%

usingregularexpressionsM-xquery-replace-regexp

Validresponsesinquery-replacemodeare

replacethisone,goontonextSPC

replacethisone,don’tmove,

skiptonextwithoutreplacingDEL

replaceallremainingmatches!

backuptothepreviousmatch^

exitquery-replaceRET

enterrecursiveedit(C-M-ctoexit)C-r

MultipleWindows

Whentwocommandsareshown,thesecondisfor“otherframe.”

deleteallotherwindowsC-x1

splitwindow,aboveandbelowC-x2C-x52

deletethiswindowC-x0C-x50

splitwindow,sidebysideC-x3

scrollotherwindowC-M-v

switchcursortoanotherwindowC-xoC-x5o

selectbufferinotherwindowC-x4bC-x5b

displaybufferinotherwindowC-x4C-oC-x5C-o

findfileinotherwindowC-x4fC-x5f

findfileread-onlyinotherwindowC-x4rC-x5r

runDiredinotherwindowC-x4dC-x5d

findtaginotherwindowC-x4.C-x5.

growwindowtallerC-x^

shrinkwindownarrowerC-x{

growwindowwiderC-x}

Formatting

indentcurrentline(mode-dependent)TAB

indentregion(mode-dependent)C-M-\

indentsexp(mode-dependent)C-M-q

indentregionrigidlyargcolumnsC-xTAB

insertnewlineafterpointC-o

moverestoflineverticallydownC-M-o

deleteblanklinesaroundpointC-xC-o

joinlinewithprevious(witharg,next)M-^

deleteallwhitespacearoundpointM-\

putexactlyonespaceatpointM-SPC

fillparagraphM-q

setfillcolumnC-xf

setprefixeachlinestartswithC-x.

setfaceM-g

CaseChange

uppercasewordM-u

lowercasewordM-l

capitalizewordM-c

uppercaseregionC-xC-u

lowercaseregionC-xC-l

TheMinibuffer

Thefollowingkeysaredefinedintheminibuffer.

completeasmuchaspossibleTAB

completeuptoonewordSPC

completeandexecuteRET

showpossiblecompletions?

fetchpreviousminibufferinputM-p

fetchlaterminibufferinputordefaultM-n

regexpsearchbackwardthroughhistoryM-r

regexpsearchforwardthroughhistoryM-s

abortcommandC-g

TypeC-xESCESCtoeditandrepeatthelastcommandthat
usedtheminibuffer.TypeF10toactivatethemenubarusing
theminibuffer.
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Buffers

select another buffer C-x b

list all buffers C-x C-b

kill a buffer C-x k

Transposing

transpose characters C-t

transpose words M-t

transpose lines C-x C-t

transpose sexps C-M-t

Spelling Check

check spelling of current word M-$

check spelling of all words in region M-x ispell-region

check spelling of entire buffer M-x ispell-buffer

Tags

find a tag (a definition) M-.

find next occurrence of tag C-u M-.

specify a new tags file M-x visit-tags-table

regexp search on all files in tags table M-x tags-search

run query-replace on all the files M-x tags-query-replace

continue last tags search or query-replace M-,

Shells

execute a shell command M-!

run a shell command on the region M-|

filter region through a shell command C-u M-|

start a shell in window *shell* M-x shell

Rectangles

copy rectangle to register C-x r r

kill rectangle C-x r k

yank rectangle C-x r y

open rectangle, shifting text right C-x r o

blank out rectangle C-x r c

prefix each line with a string C-x r t

Abbrevs

add global abbrev C-x a g

add mode-local abbrev C-x a l

add global expansion for this abbrev C-x a i g

add mode-local expansion for this abbrev C-x a i l

explicitly expand abbrev C-x a e

expand previous word dynamically M-/

Regular Expressions

any single character except a newline . (dot)
zero or more repeats *

one or more repeats +

zero or one repeat ?

quote regular expression special character c \c

alternative (“or”) \|

grouping \( . . . \)

same text as nth group \n

at word break \b

not at word break \B

entity match start match end

line ^ $

word \< \>

buffer \‘ \’

class of characters match these match others

explicit set [ . . . ] [^ . . . ]

word-syntax character \w \W

character with syntax c \sc \Sc

International Character Sets

specify principal language M-x set-language-environment

show all input methods M-x list-input-methods

enable or disable input method C-\

set coding system for next command C-x RET c

show all coding systems M-x list-coding-systems

choose preferred coding system M-x prefer-coding-system

Info

enter the Info documentation reader C-h i

find specified function or variable in Info C-h C-i

Moving within a node:

scroll forward SPC

scroll reverse DEL

beginning of node . (dot)

Moving between nodes:

next node n

previous node p

move up u

select menu item by name m

select nth menu item by number (1–9) n

follow cross reference (return with l) f

return to last node you saw l

return to directory node d

go to any node by name g

Other:

run Info tutorial h

quit Info q

search nodes for regexp M-s

Registers

save region in register C-x r s

insert register contents into buffer C-x r i

save value of point in register C-x r SPC

jump to point saved in register C-x r j

Keyboard Macros

start defining a keyboard macro C-x (

end keyboard macro definition C-x )

execute last-defined keyboard macro C-x e

append to last keyboard macro C-u C-x (

name last keyboard macro M-x name-last-kbd-macro

insert Lisp definition in buffer M-x insert-kbd-macro

Commands Dealing with Emacs Lisp

eval sexp before point C-x C-e

eval current defun C-M-x

eval region M-x eval-region

read and eval minibuffer M-:

load from standard system directory M-x load-library

Simple Customization

customize variables and faces M-x customize

Making global key bindings in Emacs Lisp (examples):

(global-set-key "\C-cg" ’goto-line)

(global-set-key "\M-#" ’query-replace-regexp)

Writing Commands

(defun command-name (args)

"documentation" (interactive "template")

body)

An example:

(defun this-line-to-top-of-window (line)

"Reposition line point is on to top of window.

With ARG, put point on line ARG."

(interactive "P")

(recenter (if (null line)

0

(prefix-numeric-value line))))

The interactive spec says how to read arguments interactively.
Type C-h f interactive for more details.
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