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Branko Griinbaum

Convex Polytopes
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About the turn of the century, however, a steep decline in the interest
in convex polytopes was produced by two causes working in the same
direction. Efforts at enumerating the different combinatorial types of
polytopes, started by Euler and pursued with much patience and ingenuity
during the second half of the XIX'™ century, failed to produce any
significant results even in the three-dimensional case; this lead to a
widespread feeling that the interesting problems concerning polytopes
are hopelessly hard. Simultaneously, the ascendance of Klein’s “Erlanger
Program” and the spread of its normative influence tended to cast the
preoccupation with the combinatorial theory of convex polytopes into a
rather disreputable réle—and that at a time when such “legitimate”
fields as algebraic geometry and in particular topology started their
spectacular development.
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